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Training bursary application questions

Summer 2026

For reference only — please apply via here, unless making an audio or video
application: www.heritagecrafts.org.uk/opportunities/training-bursaries

Training bursaries are available for new entrants and early-career practitioners in the
UK who require financial support to gain the hand skills they need to set themselves
on a path to success. Apply for up to £4,000 to start training in a heritage craft or to
further develop your skills.

Bursaries are for:

e new entrants who have demonstrated a commitment to starting a new craft
career and need to acquire the necessary hand skills;

e carly-career practitioners who have not yet attained the hand skills required
to achieve commercial success; or

e early- or mid-career craftspeople who need to acquire distinctly different
hand skills to develop new ways of achieving commercial success.

e You can apply for a bursary for any amount up to £4,000 which can cover or
contribute towards the costs of:

e apprenticeship-style training with a craftsperson/people;

e attending a specialist training course (accredited or non-accredited);

e undertaking a self-directed programme of training with one or more
craftspeople;

e the cost of specialist tools or materials, books or study materials, or
supporting travel and accommodation (no more than 30% of total budget).

The bursary cannot be used for general living expenses, research, promotional
activities, exhibitions or anything else.

Successful applicants will be supported by the Heritage Crafts team. We will work
with you to monitor progress and support you to achieve your aims.

Not sure what we mean by heritage craft? Please have a look at our website and the
list of crafts for more information.
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For outstanding questions please refer first to the Training Bursary FAQ. If you have

any questions about eligibility or need assistance with the application process,
please get in touch with Rae Weaver at rae@heritagecrafts.org.uk in advance of

applying.

Please apply by filling out the form at www.heritagecrafts.org.uk/opportunities/

training bursaries. We will also accept an audio or video application, of no more than

15 minutes in length in which you address all of the questions in this list of
questions below.

This is the second and last bursary round of the year, welcoming applications from
all heritage craft genres.

The deadline for summer applications is 5pm on Friday 12 June 2026.

With any application, we expect you to have a firm idea of the training you wish to
pursue, and ideally training provider(s) in place. You may find our Craft Map useful in
finding Makers in your region/nationwide who may offer tuition. However, if you are
new to a craft and struggling to find a trainer, then you can get in touch with Rae
who can try and signpost you: rae@heritagecrafts.org.uk

We are hugely grateful to our supporters and funders, without whom we wouldn’t be
able to offer these bursaries.

Fields marked with an asterisk* are compulsory.
Eligibility

Time is precious and we don't want you to complete the application if you are not
eligible for this training bursary. If you cannot answer yes to any of the initial
questions below, it is unlikely that you will be successful in your application. We
hope to be as open as possible, but cannot support everyone.

e Are you based in the UK and intend to continue practising your craft in the
UK? *

e Will your proposed training start within the next 12 months? *

e Is the training you are applying for developing your hand skills within a
heritage craft? *
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Information required

Please only proceed if you have answered yes to all three of the above questions.

It is great to hear that you are eligible to apply for a training bursary. To submit the

strongest application you can, it is worth gathering the details below in advance of

completing the form to avoid any delays.

To complete an application, you will need:

Full details of the training you would like to take part in. This could be
informal one-to-one training, or as part of a formal course, or a combination
of both.
Costs for the training and a breakdown of how you would use the funds.
You will be asked to share the contact details of a referee who can provide a
reference in support of your application.
o The referee could work for a craft organisation, or be a previous
trainer/teacher.
o They should not be a family member or an individual you are planning
on training with.
o Please also ensure they consent to being your reference.
o See our FAQs for further clarification on the criteria for a referee.

About you

We will only use this information to keep you updated about the work of Heritage

Crafts, in accordance with our privacy policy. Heritage Crafts does not pass on

contact details to any other individual or organisation.

First name *

Last name *

Email address *

Phone number *

Address *

Postcode *

Date of birth *

Ethnicity

Disability

Your craft / intended craft *

Business or organisation (if applicable)
Website/social media (if applicable)

If you have applied to Heritage Crafts previously, what was it for and when?
Are you a Heritage Crafts member? *
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Your financial circumstances

This bursary is intended for those in genuine financial need. Please tell us as much

as you can about why you need this bursary.

e Employment status (tick all that apply) *
o Employed - full-time

Employed - part-time

Self-employed

Student - full-time

Student - part-time

Full-time carer

Full-time parent

Retired

Unemployed — benefits

Unemployed — not receiving benefits

o o O O O O O o o o

Unemployed - other income
e Your annual income from salary or self-employment *
o £15,000 or under
o £15,001 to £25,000
o £25,001 to £35,000
o £35,001 or above

e Other income including benefits, tax credits, universal credit, rental income,

pensions etc.

o £5,000 or under
£5,001 to £15,000
£15,001 to £25,000
£25,001 to £35,000
£35,001 or above

o O O O

e The combined income of your household (everyone you live with) from salary,

self employment and other household income *
£15,000 or under

£15,001 to £35,000

£35,001 to £55,000

£55,001 to £75,000

£75,001 to £95,000

o £95,001 or above

o O O O O

e Please use this space to tell us more about your financial circumstances and

why you need this bursary to support your training. *
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Challenges to accessing or participating in craft

Not everyone has the same opportunities in life. This section is targeted to trainees

who feel (or have felt) limited or face challenges accessing or participating in their

chosen craft as a result of their background or being part of an under-represented
group in heritage crafts.

We believe that the value of our craft heritage comes from the diversity of skills and

traditions across all of our communities. We want everyone to feel included in
heritage crafts.

e Do you feel that any of the following factors are or have been a barrier to you

accessing and participating in craft? Please note: even if none of these apply

to you then you will still be considered on the basis of financial need. Tick all

that apply.

o

c o o0 o o0 o O o o o o o o

o

Socio-economic background / social class
Racial or ethnic background

The dominant gender identity within the craft is different from my own
Age

Geographical location

Educational background / educational level
Neuro-divergence

Learning difference

Disability

Long-term illness

Caring responsibilities

Lack of confidence in language skills

Lack of confidence in digital skills
Homelessness

Migration status

e Is there a factor missing from this list that you have found to be a barrier?

Please share what that is here.

e Please share a short summary of how the factors you have selected above

have impacted your ability to progress in your craft.

Bursary for Black and ethnically diverse trainees

This category is targeted at Black and ethnically diverse trainees, as this is an

under-represented group in heritage crafts. It is sponsored by the City & Guilds

Foundation and Capri Holdings.

It is still the case that the UK craft sector does not accurately reflect the diversity of
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the UK as a whole and, for this reason, we are taking positive action to target this
grant at Black and ethnically diverse groups who are currently under-represented in
the craft sector.

We believe that the value of our craft heritage comes from the diversity of skills and
traditions across all of our communities, wherever they originated and whenever
they were brought here. We want everyone to feel included in Heritage Crafts and
our work, no matter how long they have called this country home or what their
background may be.

You will be asked to indicate that you are a Black minority ethnic background maker
or prospective maker. You will not be obliged to specify, although you can explain
this to us if you wish. For more information on what heritage means to us please
read our values statement on heritage. You can also refer to the list of protected

characteristics as listed in the Equality Act 2010.

e Do you consider yourself eligible for the bursary aimed at Black and minority
ethnic background trainees? *

o Yes, please consider me for both this and other bursaries.
o No, please just consider me for other bursaries.

e |f yes - Optional disclosure: If you wish, please tell us more about the
challenges and barriers you face, or have faced in the past, in accessing or
participating in craft. Any personal details that you disclose will be treated
with the strictest confidence. (350 words max.)

Bursary for British military veterans

This category is targeted at former British military personnel to develop new and
rewarding civilian careers in heritage crafts. It is funded by the Royal British Legion.

e Do you consider yourself eligible for the bursary aimed at British military
veterans? *
o Yes, please consider me for both this and other bursaries.
o No, please just consider me for other bursaries. (If 'no’ please continue
as you will be considered under other funding options.)
e If yes - In which of HMForces did you serve? Please tick all that apply:
o Royal Air Force
Royal Army
Royal Marines
Royal Navy
e Please tell us more about your former career in HMForces, including ranks,
regiments, years of service and personnel numbers. (350 words max.)

(@]

O

@)
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Your qualifications and experience

Describe your heritage crafts experience (200 words max). If you have already
trained, please include title of course or qualification, grade, organisation or
business where training took place with dates. If you are new to craft training
but feel that you have transferable skills and a passion for developing your
skills, please tell us about it here. *

Other qualifications: Please include title of course or qualification, grade,
dates.

Describe any other relevant experience either inside or outside the craft
sector (250 words max). Salaried and/or voluntary — please include job title,
dates, place of employment and a brief description of work undertaken. *

About the proposed training

Who will provide the training? Select all those relevant. *
o An independent professional craftsperson

o A crafts business
o A retired craftsperson
o A college, university or adult education centre
o A specialist craft training provider
o A craft guild, society or organisation
How will the training be delivered? Select all those relevant. *
o Apprenticeship-style
o Informal one-to-one ‘in the workshop’
o Full time course
o Part time course

o Evening class
If you are new to the craft and struggling to find a suitable trainer or course,
you can email Rae, well in advance of the deadline, at
rae@heritagecrafts.org.uk.

Who is/are the key person/people giving the training (including name,
organisation/ business, email and phone number)? This may be the
craftsperson, tutor or course organiser (if multiple trainers, please include
details for all). Heritage Crafts may contact them for more details. *

Where will your training take place? (including address and postcode)? If you
are training in multiple locations, please include details for all of them. *
What date will you start the training/apprenticeship? *

When do you expect to finish the training/apprenticeship? *

How many hours per week will you be taught? *

How many additional hours per week will you spend practising your craft? *
Please give more details about your training/apprenticeship (250 words max).
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You might want to share why you have selected a specific trainer or training
style. How will the training be structured to work around other commitments
etc. *

Explain why you need this training bursary (250 words max) *

What are your plans for continuing your craft when this
training/apprenticeship finishes (250 words max)? For example, will there be
employment opportunities with your trainer? Do you plan to set up your own
business? *

How much do you wish to apply for (up to £4,000)? You may apply for
funding to cover a major cost (e.g. payment to the training provider/s) and a
number of smaller associated costs, including tools, travel/accommodation or
materials (not more than 30% of the bursary total). Please note, that if the
bursary will be used to pay the training provider, Heritage Crafts will ask the
training provider to confirm your apprenticeship/training start date before the
bursary funds are released. As a charity, Heritage Crafts cannot fund
retrospectively (for training or support costs that have/ will have already
taken place). *

Please give a breakdown of how the money will be used. Specify individual
items of expenditure and the costs associated with them. If you are asking for
a part-contribution to your training, please include the full financial
breakdown and highlight the elements that this bursary would support, and
how you intend to finance the rest. Include delivery charges, VAT or other
additional costs associated with purchases. *

Reference

Please give the details of someone who can provide a reference in support of your

application. The referee could work for a craft organisation, or be a previous
trainer/teacher. They should not be a family member or an individual you are
planning on training with. See our FAQ for further clarification on the criteria for a
referee.

Heritage Crafts may contact the referee for further information, so please ensure

they are aware you have included them in your application:

First name *

Last name *

Organisation/business name (if applicable)
Email address *

Phone number

Address including postcode *

How do you know each other? *
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Images

Please upload four images of different examples of craft you have already
made.

Please provide the images as jpeg files, no larger than 1Mb per image. You
can also upload PDF, spreadsheets or other supporting documents as
needed.

If you have any difficulties uploading your images, you can send them to
rae@heritagecrafts.org.uk (you may need to use a free file transfer service

such as WeTransfer).

Permission

| own the copyright (or have authorisation from the copyright owner) and give

permission for Heritage Crafts and funding partners to use the attached images in

print and online.

Declaration

If you are under 16 years old, a parent or guardian must complete the declaration

below on your behalf.

In the event of being offered a bursary:

| agree to adhere to Heritage Crafts’ Safe Working Practices, including the
Code of Conduct and Expected Behaviour, throughout this bursary.

| undertake to keep the Grants and Awards Officer fully and immediately
informed of all developments connected with this project.

| agree to use the bursary only for the purposes listed above.

| will keep and forward to Heritage Crafts all receipts/proof of purchases for
items and costs associated with this training bursary.

| understand that | am liable for costs if accurate receipts are not supplied
to Heritage Crafts for purchases made as part of the bursary.

The bursary and all funds will be used within 12 months of the grant offer
(unless otherwise agreed with Heritage Crafts).

| will share updates on progress of my training at key points.

| will accept (by prior appointment) a visit from Heritage Crafts staff.

| agree to images and testimonials shared being used by Heritage Crafts.

| will cooperate (where possible) with any Heritage Crafts publicity requests.
| agree (I am the bursary applicant, aged 16 years old or over) / | agree on
behalf of the bursary applicant (for those under 16 years old.)
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By clicking 'l agree' you are bound by these terms. *

Parent or guardian details

e If applicable: Name, contact number and address should be provided if
completing the declaration on behalf of the applicant.

After submission

e Applicants will next hear from us after the closing date.

e Applications undergo assessment, shortlisting, and final selection by the
Heritage Crafts judging team. Interviews are typically conducted via Zoom or
Google Meet for shortlisted candidates.

e Successful applicants will often receive support from the Heritage Crafts
team to develop an action plan and monitor progress.

e Unsuccessful candidates will be notified by email - this is likely to be
approximately early September.

e Please keep in mind that this is a very competitive process and we always
receive more applications than we can fund.

If you have any questions, please email Rae, the Grants, Awards and Membership
Officer, well in advance of the deadline, at rae@heritagecrafts.org.uk.
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