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Watchmaker Dr Rebecca Struthers wins President’s 
Award for Endangered Crafts initiated by HRH The 
Prince of Wales 
 
Birmingham-based watchmaker Dr 
Rebecca Struthers has won the 
2021 HCA President’s Award for 
Endangered Crafts. The prestigious 
award, and £3,000 bursary, was 
initiated by Heritage Crafts 
Association (HCA) President HRH 
The Prince of Wales. 
 
The HCA was set up 11 years ago as a 
national charity to support and 
safeguard heritage crafts skills, and 
has become well known for its Red 
List of Endangered Crafts, the first 
research of its kind to rank traditional 
crafts in the UK by the likelihood they 
would survive the next generation.  
 
The President’s Award trophy was presented to Dr Struthers at a special 
presentation on Friday 10 September 2021, hosted by The Prince’s 
Foundation, one of the country’s major providers of training in traditional 
building skills. Its headquarters of Dumfries House is home to the renowned 
Building Craft Programme, Building Arts Programme and Summer School 
programmes, all of which are dedicated to upskilling students in traditional 
building crafts skills at risk of being lost and vital in helping to preserve 
historic buildings. 
 
The Prince of Wales was in attendance at the presentation, which also saw a 
trophy awarded to 2020 winners, Paul Jacobs and Jonathan Reid from Ernest 
Wright Scissors, whose presentation was unable to proceed last year due to 
COVID restrictions. 



 

 

 
Between 1630 and 1890, England was the centre of global watchmaking, 
home to many of the world’s most celebrated watchmakers. By 1793, twenty 
thousand London watchmakers were part of the city’s population of one 
million inhabitants, representing around one fiftieth of the population. 
Today watchmaking is listed as critically endangered on the HCA Red List of 
Endangered Crafts.  
 
Dr Rebecca Struthers is Director and watchmaker of a traditional 
watchmaking workshop and studio in Birmingham. She uses traditional 
methods, materials and techniques in the restoration of vintage and antique 
watches as well as the production of her own timepieces. She is the first, and 
currently only, watchmaker in the UK to earn a PhD in horology. 
 
Dr Struthers is a Fellow of the British Horological Institute and Royal Society 
of Arts, a Trustee of the Museum of Timekeeping in Newark, and a Jury 
Member of the Academy, Grand Prix d'Horlogerie de Genève. She has 
received over a dozen awards over the years for her craft, design, 
entrepreneurship and research, and her work has appeared in a range of 
media including the BBC, New York Times and Wall Street Journal. She is 
currently writing a non-fiction book for Hodder & Stoughton on the history of 
time, told through watches, and the way in which they have influenced 
societies and cultures around the world. 
 
Dr Struthers plans to use the prize to create a free-to-use educational 
website for anyone with an interest in learning the art of watchmaking. It 
would list training opportunities and facilities, and allow people to share 
projects they are currently working on and seek advice and feedback from a 
watchmaking community. It would also share useful technical information 
and charts, articles, a reference library and short videos on her own 
techniques for others to learn from. 
 
Winner Dr Rebecca Struthers said: 
 

“As independent makers the high costs of training a full-time 
apprentice means that even if it were possible, the apprentice’s pay 
would be so low that it would be prohibitive to people from 
disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds. The President’s Award 
has provided us with the foundation to start something we hope will 
help to break down these boundaries and allow us to share what we 
do for free, in a manageable way for us. To have such a prestigious 
beginning for this project is an invaluable start!” 

 
HCA Chair Patricia Lovett MBE said: 
 

“Many people know HRH The Prince of Wales as being a long-time 
supporter and champion of traditional craft skills, and his passion is 
all too evident through initiatives such as the HCA President’s Award 



 

 

and The Prince’s Foundation. Dr Struthers and Ernest Wright Scissors 
are immensely deserving winners and we know that in their hands the 
prizes will provide a massive boost to the outlook of these critically 
endangered crafts.” 

 
2020 winner Ernest Wright scissor makers was founded in 1902 and reflects 
everything Sheffield has become famous for – highly skilled craftspeople 
making supreme quality products.  
 
Following a tragedy in 2018, the company went into receivership and the 
critically endangered craft of scissor making was on the verge of 
disappearing from Sheffield. Paul Jacobs and Jan Bart Fanoy took action and 
bought the company, re-hired the remaining master putter-togetherers, Cliff 
Denton and Eric Stones, and took on several ‘putters’ in training. The factory 
is now back in action, with the prize used to repair machinery so that their 
putter-in-training can learn the craft from Cliff and Eric. 
 
Check out the HCA Presidents Award for Endangered Crafts and HCA 
Red List of Endangered Crafts at http://heritagecrafts.org.uk.  
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 For press information and photographs, contact Daniel Carpenter, 
Operations Director – daniel@heritagecrafts.org.uk.  
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 Watchmaker Dr Rebecca Struthers. Photo by Andy Pilsbury. 
 
 
About the Heritage Crafts Association  
 
Founded in 2009, the Heritage Crafts Association (HCA) is a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation (CIO), the advocacy body for traditional heritage 
crafts. Working in partnership with government and key agencies, it provides 
a focus for craftspeople, groups, societies and guilds, as well as individuals 
who care about the loss of traditional crafts skills, and works towards a 
healthy and sustainable framework for the future. Its aim is to support and 
promote heritage crafts as a fundamental part of our living heritage.  
 
www.heritagecrafts.org.uk  
 
 
About the HCA Red List of Endangered Crafts 



 

 

 
The HCA Red List of Endangered Crafts, created by the Heritage Crafts 
Association, was the first to rank traditional crafts in the UK by the likelihood 
they would survive the next generation. The 2021 edition of the Red List 
assessed 244 crafts to identify those which are at greatest risk of 
disappearing, of which four have been classified as extinct, 56 as critically 
endangered, 74 as endangered and 110 as currently viable. 
 
The Red List shows that the craft knowledge, skills and practices that form 
an important part of our shared cultural heritage are – for a number of 
reasons – at risk of being lost. The HCA believes that these cultural assets 
are as important as unique heritage buildings and ancient beautiful 
landscapes and could provide future generations with fantastic opportunities 
to enrich their lives and the lives of others.  
 
http://redlist.heritagecrafts.org.uk  


